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The proper use of a mirror, for most people, is to look at themselves.  We seldom, if ever use them to look at someone else.  But we are unable to see ourselves any other way.  And….. we do not like it much when other people critique us.  For example:  without a mirror we must ask someone how we look?  An honest response might go something like this, “Well, your hair is a mess and your clothes are disheveled and you have something caught in your teeth.  How many of us would welcome such a report or want to give one.
Now imagine having to receive a report on the state of your heart before God.  What if someone could look right into your being and see everything there?  The mirror scenario pales by comparison.  Thankfully no one can do that, although there are those who claim to be able to.  Such claims are false.   
1 Corinthians 2:11  11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?

The knowledge that we are safe inside our own head is comforting, but not so fast!   The Word of God IS able to see right past every wall and façade that we erect.  It cuts to the very depth of our hearts and minds to reveals everything. 

Hebrews 4:12-13  12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
We have all heard of “blind spots.”  By definition, they are impossible to discover.  We are “blind” to them.   Just like we do not know what we do not know exists, we cannot see what we are unable to see.  But, Jesus is the light of the world that illuminates us inside and out.  He is the all knowing God.  When He returned to the Father, He sent the Holy Spirit back into the world to carry on His ministry.  Through the Written Word of God, The Bible, He reveals Himself [He is The Living Word of God]  It is the Word of God that reveals  our spiritual blind spots.  The Bible is your mirror to your soul,  so lets see how James says we are to use it in our lives.  
James 1:19-25  19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.  

The book of James presents a series of tests to apply to your own faith.  Their aim is to reveal the genuineness of your faith.  Is it mere mental assent?  Is it the practice of ritualistic religion or the reciting of a confession?  Or is it authentic trust in Christ alone in every aspect and phase of your life?  This first test examines our attitude toward the Word of God.  Authentic faith acts one way and bogus faith another.    
· Take care how you React to the Word.  [19-20]

· Take care how you Receive the Word  [21]

· Take care how you Respond to the Word [22-25]

Take care how you React to the Word.  [19-20]

James 1:19-20  19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.

Everyone must be quick to hear:  To hear what?  God is talking about “hearing the Word of God.”    James begins to speak of the Scripture in verse 18.  There he makes it clear that God regenerated us, or gave us spiritual life, through the Word of God.  
James 1:18  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.

The test proposed here is, our response to this Word of Truth.  Are we quick to hear it?  “Everyone” means that God speaks to every one of you.  This is not an abstract and general wish.  “Must be”  is a command to be very swift to listen to the Word of God.  
This is not describing a perfunctory Bible reading program.  It is easy to substitute “Bible reading” or “church attendance” for “Quick to Hear.”   The man or woman who is “quick to hear” has their ear tuned to what God says.  They are predisposed to listen to and obey what God reveals to them in the Word.  
Slow to speak:  Those that are quick to hear should also be “slow to speak.”  Speak what?  The same thing they have heard or listened to.   They realize that the Word of God is examining them and speaking to them.   They listen to see how the Bible applies to them and not to their spouse, parent, neighbor or co-worker.  
They are slow to rebuke others because, they themselves have been thoroughly guilty in God’s sight.  They recognize the transforming power of the Word of God is from within, not from without.  Paul describes this propensity in human nature to the Romans:
Romans 2:1-4  Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.  3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?  4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

What God tells us in Romans is that we are all guilty of the same things we judge others for.  But, we protest!!! Saying,  “I have not done the same exact things.”  But God says that we have.  Remember God judges the heart not the outward behavior only.  We may have never committed murder, but we have hated.  Never committed adultery but we have lusted.   A man should therefore be slow to wield the Word of God to condemn others.  In fact, it should not be done at all for that purpose.  The Word of God is preached so that men and women may hear it.  It is The Word that penetrates and reveals the heart.    
Slow to anger:  Anger is one of two responses to The Word when it strips away your mask and reveals the motives and intentions of your heart.  The other one is repentance.  God cautions us not to be angry about the things He will reveal to us from His Word.  

Genuine faith or trust in Christ will not become angry when He begins to shape and make you into His own image.  God tells you to receive the instructions of His Word as proof of His fatherly love.  Never receive it with anger.   

Hebrews 12:5-6  you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM;  6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES."  
Have you ever been mad at yourself because you lost your temper or failed in some other area of character?   You should rather say to God,  “Once again Lord, I see that your judgments about me are correct.  I am a fallen sinner in need of your grace, love and tender care everyday.  Every time I trust in myself for even a moment this is the result.”  We are only angry with ourselves because we expected better of ourselves.  May God keep us from anger when His Word reveals our own sin.  May we repent and become increasingly dependent upon God to transform us into the image of Christ.  
The anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God: Only a receptive heart can be shaped into a righteous life.   When a man is eager to hear God for the purposes of repenting and changing,  he scrupulously avoids anger with God, with himself and with other sinners like himself.  That is the response of true faith.  
Hebrews 12:11  11All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

Remember,  faith is what God does for you and not what you do for Him or for yourself.  Genuine faith knows that God is the one who changes us through Christ.  We are in daily need of His gracious forgiveness and forbearance.  We need the conviction of the Word of God without anger.  You yourself are still sinful and in need of daily grace, but you can now begin to apply the Word of God in dependence upon the Spirit to the remaining sin in your life.  And that is exactly what verse 21 tells us to do. 
Take care how you Receive the Word  [21]

James 1:21  21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness: Filthiness is a general term for moral sin of any kind.   “Wickedness” speaks of malice and a desire to hurt others in word or deed.”   The phrase covers sin against God and others. 
In humility:  The Word of God reveals our dependency upon Christ.  We are not strong in ourselves even after salvation. This is an error.  We are not even supposed to be.  We are dependent upon Grace alone just as surely as the first day we believed. A humble person, therefore, is bowed low before the Word of God.  
Plead with God to give you this kind of attitude toward the Scripture.  Men do not sit in judgment on the Word of God.  It sits in judgment on them.  People will say things like “the Bible is hard to understand because it is not clear,”  but  the truth is that  the Bible is hard to understand precisely because it is clear and men do not want to hear it.  Let me Illustrate: 
· When God tells us not to judge one another we instinctively want to argue with that.  We look for a way around it when it is perfectly clear.  
Matthew 7:1-5  "Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?  5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. But still not to judge him, only to help him. 
· When God commands us to bridle our tongue we want to argue with that even though His Word is perfectly clear. We were just telling the truth.  We were not gossiping or saying anything that everyone else didn’t already know.  
Ephesians 4:29  29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 

Receive the word implanted: This bookends and  explains “quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”  That command is entirely about our reaction to God when He speaks to us in His Word.  By the Word we were born [18] and by it we live [22]
Implanted has some delightful implications.  God has planted the seed of His own Word in His own children.  The possibilities are endless.  Once planted, its purpose is to bring forth a harvest. When you plant seed in good soil, you have no idea how much will grow there.  God gives us an insight when Christ told the parable of the sower.   

Matthew 13:23  23 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."

How do you become the man or woman in whom the Word will grow and bear fruit?  What is the good soil?  James tells us precisely in these next verses: 
Take care how you Respond to the Word [22-25]

James 1:22-25   22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves:  This is a command, “become doers of the Word.  Purpose in your heart right now that you are going to obey God in everything you already know.  
Quit beating around the bush men. When the Scripture says to cherish your wives and love them as Christ loved the church.  It means nothing to God that you know this.  It means everything that you should do it.  Sacrificial love and care.  Choosing her over yourself and preferring her over yourself.  
Wives,  when it says submit to your husbands as you would submit to Jesus, stop withholding your heart in this matter.  If Christ Jesus says, by His Word, that you are to “order your lives” under the care and leadership of your husband, because this is the only way that you can properly “order your lives” under the care and leadership of Jesus.”  If  Jesus says this, and He does, will you  to actually do it.  
And all of us:  When God speaks like this, will we do or just hear?: 
Ephesians 4:31-32   31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

“Delude themselves”  speaks of men and women who think that hearing is the same as doing.  Too many of us are hearers only.  We give mental assent, but we have not purposed in our inner man to do the Word of God.  Hearing alone has no value. 
If anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror:  We have already introduced this text with this illustration.  Let’s consider it more thoroughly now.  Any man who listens to the word of God will see himself revealed therein.  If it makes him angry, he will turn away and stop his ears.  He will not read or listen to the Word of God.  He goes away from it by all means available to him.  
Once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was:  Having gotten out from under the hearing of the Word of God, he forgets what kind of person he really is.  Ask any group of people and almost all of them will tell you that they are good.  They have good hearts and intentions and while not perfectly good they are good enough.   I submit to you that if you think this you are deluded and have gone away from the Word of God. Paul describes our plight perfectly.  Our justification is in Christ, but we ourselves are still sinners.  We are not justified by becoming good.  We have been justified because Jesus is good and He took our sins and gave us His righteousness.  Anything else nullifies the grace of God. 
Galatians 2:17-21  17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be!  18 "For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor…..  20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."  
But one who looks intently:  Greek idea is that “He stops, he stoops and he gazes intently.”  Stay in and under the Word!  Be quick to listen when it speaks!  Do not seek to apply it to others.  Apply it instead to yourselves.  Do not be angry when it lays bare your sinful heart, but rather repent and renew your dependence upon Christ.  This is what it means to “preach the Gospel to yourselves daily.”   
The perfect law, the law of liberty:  This passage is not suddenly switching gears to speak of the law of Moses. In fact the article “the” does not even occur before law in Greek.  “The one who looks intently “at perfect law” means that this man is scrutinizing the complete, fulfilled and final law of God. It is James way of referring to the Word of God here. The Scripture is God’s final Word.  It tells us what we must know and it tells it completely.  Amazingly, it is a “law of liberty” and not a law of death because it gives us eternal life and abundant life at the same time.  This phrase points us the freedom Christ Spoke of in John.  
John 8:31-32  31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."        And again:

John 8:36  36 " if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
The same word for freedom is used by Paul in Romans: 

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

So perfect law is the Word of God.  It is the law of liberty because it gives liberty to those who voluntarily embrace it.  It is desired not feared.  It liberates and does not enslave.  The Liberty of God is not the right to do everything we want but the inner ability to do everything we should.  This is the Law of Liberty and it is powerful because it is written on the heart of every man and woman who bows low at the foot of the Cross of Christ to receive what He alone has done for them.  
Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

And abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does:     This believer will not take a chance of forgetting because they have stopped and leaned forward to gaze into the Word.  They are becoming effectual doers, because they have ceased to evaluate themselves by themselves and others.  They are preaching the gospel to themselves everyday.  They know they need grace to live just as surely as then needed it to be born again.  Such a man is blessed….happy…..in his doing.  
CONCLUSION

God has given us one litmus test in His Word today.  Simply stated it is this:  How do you feel about my Word?  Do you listen when I speak so that you might quickly obey, or is it easier to imagine that it is others that need the Word rather than yourself.  When it strikes close to your heart, is that repentance I see or is it anger and alienation?  

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?   Because, Bible knowledge is of no value unless you humble yourself before its authority.  It must become about your heart and not just your head. [what you obey rather than what you know]   It is about your humility and not your respectability. [how dependent you are on grace rather than how self-sufficient you have become]   
God made you alive through the His Word.  [18]  He then implanted that same Word into your heart. [22]  This is the New Covenant that He made with us at the Cross. It is the reason that we find obedience joyfully liberating.  Through it God is in the process of setting us free from sin.   Quoting Jeremiah,  Hebrews describes the implanted Word this way:  
Hebrews 8:10   10 "FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
Now what will you do with God’s Word to you?  Please do not leave without making a renewed determination to be a faithful doer as well as an eager hearer.  There may be something you are putting off doing.  Some decision to order your life properly under what you know God says and wants.  Let it no longer be an option for you to just know it.  
Today, God is calling you to do it.  Is it forgiveness that should be granted or sought?   Is it forsaking your sufficiency for His.   Is it  trusting in His daily provision rather than yourself.   
We fear submission because it makes us dependent on others.  Few things symbolize it in Scripture like the Yoke.  Once it is upon us, we are slaves.  We have to do what our master says.  But, when we come to be doers of the Word, we are truly free, blessed and at rest because our Master is our Savior and our Savior has proved His love for us at the Cross.       

Matthew 11:28-30  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. [how?] 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, [Do my Word and become my disciples] for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. [what you most seek is found under Christ’s yoke] 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
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